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~ Heraclitus Ridens: 


AT | 
A Dialogue between Feft and Earneft, concerning the Times. 


Curlday, Warch 29. 1681. 


Feft. Very pretty Poetical Dictionary- 
Coxcomb! And muft the Reader 
A be every Munday obliged with a 
fhow: from the Young Elephant ? 

Nay, then e’en farewell Bread and Honey ! 

Earneft. What have you got there ? 

Feft. Amoft dreadful Divelogue ; a Batrachomyo- 
macbiacbal combat between Comus and Momus, in 
Englith, Care and his Brother Monkey. Here’s a 
young Elephant too, Blefsusall! what willbecome 
of us now ? 

Earn. A Moufe,a Moufe; we’l bait the Elephant 
with the Moufe that was catcht eating the Hambo- 
rough Cheefe, it will be better {port than any at the 
Bear-garden, to fee the little Animal make the great 
one run into a Moufe-hole: There will be a Miracle 
too to fee an Elephant in a Moufe-hole, or a Moufe- 
trap, it’s all one. 

Feft. Well, but that is not all: Here’s more work 
for the Dean, writ by a Diffenting man of mettal, 
that dreadful Tom of the Wall, that frights the Chil- 
dren, though he be nothing but a fhadow of a man. 
I cannot imagine why they fhould be fo angry with 
the Dean. 

Earn, Oh Sir! the Dean ! He has fo maul d their 
old Friends the Papifts, who, as they tell us, helpt 
them the laft time to fubvert the Government, that 
they were forc’d to take him off. 

Feft. But that’s foul play 5 two to one. 

Earn. Fair or foul, what’s matter? it will come 
all toa reckoning ; it is for the fake of Confcience, 
and that can fandtifie any thing; never talk of fair 
or foul. Mr. Hobbs, that Oracle of Diffenting-Coftee- 
houfe States-men, fays, All Right to Dominion is 
founded in Power fo that if the Elephant can beat 
the Moufe.the Elephant has the right to the Cheefes 
but if the Moufe can make the Elephant run for’t, 
then the Cheefe is hisown, for all right tothe Crea- 
tures is founded in the grace of Power : And as Mahomet, 
another Diffentiog Rabbi affirms, Grace depends up- 
on fucceff, and that upon Predeftination, the irrefiftible 
Decrees which are written pon every mans forebead. 

Feft. 1do not like this Half- moon do@rine, I hate 
thefe Mahometan Horns in a mans forehead, they 
make a man look folikea Lunatick ; andall that 
he has to fay for himfelf, is, Who can mend it Dick ? 
as the Boy faid when he broke his Piteher. 

Eara. It is no matter whether you like it or no, I 
affure you it iga very ancient do@rine: The Poet 
has it, Profperum fcelus virtus vocatur, which the 
Tranflators of 42 rendred into Englifh, Luckey Re- 
bellion is the true Proteftant Religion; and upon that 
{core all along ftile themfelves the Godly and the 


well-affecied party; and by vertue of that they took, 
the Land in poffeffion, and drave out the Wicked and 
Malignant Loyallifts and Charch-men. 

Fet. Wellthen, He thats born to be bang'd fhall 
ne’re be drown'd, and be that’s born under a three-penny 
Planet fhall ne’re be worth a groat, are neceflary poinis 
of Mahometanifm. 

Earn. Yes, and that a man may be faved in any Re- 
ligion 5 and this is the reafon that the true Proteftant 
Mahometans are according to the Law of the Al- 
choran,( which for propagating Religions was in the 
late times tranflated into Englifh) fo zealous for 
Toleration of all Jews, Pagans, Turks, and Infidels 5 
if they have but a Confcience, it is no matter of 
what colour or fize it is, it muft have Liberty. 

Felt. Call ye me this, Liberty? muft we drawit, 
fay you, after the Copy of the Grand Signior ? 
Pray God the pee which is always coupled with 
it, be not of the Turkith litter too, and for my part 
T like no fach Properties. : 

Earn. Like here or like there, I affure you the late 
Common-wealth- Reformation. which hunted the 
King and the Church down with thefe two coun- 
terfeit Beagles of Libertyand Property, kept the truc 
ones in chains. The Liberty of the Subject dwelt in 
the Tower, the Fleet, Lambeth, Ely, Winchefter, and 
now London Houfes, and in all the Goals of England 5 
and Property kept her Court-at Gaild-ball, attended 
by Thimbles, Bodkins, and Spoons, as hee inferiot 
menial Servants; and Tankards, Candlefticks, Ba- 
fons, Salvers, Flaggons, and Difhes of the higher 
ranks and orders; a fplendid Court I promife you. 
She kept 2 Guard of Trained Bands , Volunteers, 
Standing Armies, Garrifons, and Navies for her fe- 
curity againft Arbitrary Government, fo fhe did 5 
and to preferve the Subjeéts from Grievances: and 
Illegal Taxations, under which they had long 
groaned, She took away Ship-money, and laid 
on the eafie burthen of Contributions, Fifth and 
Twentieth-part Affefsinents weckly,monthly,yearly, 
and the fmall Impofition of Excife; and put the 
people to no trouble to pay them, but fent abroad 
Bathaws,Major- Gencrals,Committecs,Sequeftrators, 
and the inferior Fanizaries to gather in her Fee- 
farm and Quit-rents among the Copy-holders that 
held their Lands and Livings im Capite of Her 5 and 
here was brave Property aiid Liberty indeed, 

Feft. Well, you have managed thefe two ro aftonifh. 
ment, but I have a Choak-pear for you: Here’s a Dialogue 
between Heracl#tus and Towztr, of Death and the Cobler; pray 
Mr. Earneft, have you made your laft Will and Teftament, 
for you're a gone man, as one may fay. 

Earn. Sweet Mr. eft, never the fooner for a hafty word, 


Ihope. Gone quoth’e! I am worth two gouc ones yet ; But 
pray what is this Choak-pear? . 





Fete! Whavigit ? I dare hardly lay my lips to it to tell 
you ; if is aHedg-hog, a Porcupine of a Pear; if you can 
fvallow and digeft this Quere, you fhall eatfromwith the 
beft Eftrich in St. Famesis. 


Eqn. Prithe let’s fee i yitie wereold Athflotieget eftible 


of Terribles, you could ake midre faces at ic. 

Jet. Well, Vi wink and tell you, for I am affraid it isa 
Bird of the Comet-egg, laid by Ben. Harris's Hen-Cockatrice. 
Whether the fetting xp of a Popi(h Succeffor be the trae way of 
Eftablifbing the Church. of England? Are you deador alive, 
Mr. Earpe(t ? for till f heat you open your mouth, I am 
refolved not to open my eyes. io 

Eara. Alive, and alive like; come if this be-all, you fhall 
fee I'l give hima Kewland for his Oliver. 

Jeft. Ablind man would be glad to fee that. 

arn. Then look you Sir, I muft anfwer the Sir-Inven- 
cible-would-be with a Queftion; The Eftablifhment of the 
Church of Bugland, is it of Heaven or of Men? Lev him an- 
fwer chaeif he can or dare; that’s a bold defiance: If he 
fays of men, he muft be an Atheilt, ora Papiit, who are 
wont to call our true Proteftarit Church of Exgland, a Par- 
liament-Church and Religton. fhe fays it is of God, as he 
mutt, if he be not one ar both-.of the aforefaid Gentlemen, 
he muft know ir is Eftablithed upon fuch a foundation as 
neither Popifh, nor Pagan, nét Mahometan, nor Common- 
wealth Succeffor, na not the Gates of Hell, or Rome (ball 
ever be able to prevail againft it, Iemay he perfecuted as it 
was under the Pagan Emperors, it may be laid‘in che duft; 
as it was by the prevailing Proteftant-Diffenters ; bur all 
th¢ art and. malice of Men.and Devils can meveralter the 
Foundation and Eftablifhment of it. 

Fit. What's all this noife* for then ? 

« Earn. Come I'l tell you honeftly and plainly, for it is no 
time to be mealy-mauth’d, they’"lfay we have been in the 
Meal-tub ifwe be. Here area pack of factious Anabaptifti- 
cal {cribling Pamphleteers, who cannot be eantent to leave 
the matter of Succeffion to thofe whom it does concern, 
but they muft be Staces-emen an’t fhall pleafe you, and ap- 
poiet, Succeflors to Kingdertiss and every’ man thar is not 
as mad.and infolent asthey anc; is prefently to be branded 


for fetting up a Popifh Succeflor ; asfif the Deftiny. of 


Princes, andthe difpofal_ of Crowns, depended: upon the 
breath of thefe little Imfeéts ‘and vermin .of mortality! a 
prefumption  fo.great; chat! Hething but their’ being fo in- 
confiderable could be able to -prored& ‘them from infamous 
punifthments,; butlet them havea care, amd even. Care him- 
fel; ‘for though Eagles.do not quarry.upon Flies, yetif Flies 
will be médling with Roj at, Eagles, they, may fall under the 
poutices'ohthe Law, and be fore’d toc render_up their little 
Imperdinent lives to Pufticd fooncr than they would. 

Jef, Well I fitid this is.no jefting matrer, and fo I'l leave 
/OU; ; 
* Eqyn. Ptay hear me out. This-is the moft malicious de- 
fign-incthe world againft' the’ Church of England, to.charge 
heritwith adefign of fetting up a Popifh Succeffor, and in- 
tendedemly to; torage the People again{ft her, that fo this 
Anabapsjftical and factious Crew may pull her down, and 
finifh what cic \efuys have begun. They have confefied 
they wetebver-acted by Jefitits and Priefts in difguife once 
before ‘and it is (worn againft chemrthat there ‘were feve- 
ral.depwred by chat Hellifh Order. of Leyola, to’ hetd: with 
Nonconfprmifts, anditeach them the do@rine and trade of 
Fagtion and over-turning,Governments. The Church 
of England would be glad of whe Favour. and Proteétion of 
Prinées “But iris her Glory which they would make her 
Crime, (that according. to the Apoftolical’ Do&rine and 
Primitive practice, -fhe will ,not purchafe: this. ourward E- 
ftablifhment at the rate of Difobedience to Kings, and o- 
ver turning Empires.. She Jeaves all thofe:Doétrines of 
depofing and murdering of Kings, and: difpofing of Crowns 
and) Scepters, under. the pretence of ‘Eftablifhing the 
ChutehrandReligion,to thie Pepe, Fefuite,Munfler and Gereva- 
Chrifliansz:and. thinks it bewer to fuffer Perfecution for 
Confciénce fake, than under pretence of Con{cience to efta- 
blifh Religion ty Rebellion, andisno more concerned for 
the Sfccetfion of 4 ‘Decis, or a Maximinus, thaw.a. Titus ; 
fo as to'thdeavenr to “aléer it by the leaft unlawful a&,. tho 
ir catties thie profpea ‘of the greareft furure good. And. I 
catinot imagine with what {piric of impudemce thefe. Fel- 


wy 








lows are poffeffed, to charge the Church of England witha 
defign of fetting up a Popifh Succefiar, when they do fo 
conftantly préach Obedience to the King and his Subor- 
dinate Minifters, and in this point acquicfce in the Deter- 
mination of their Superiors. They may with as much 
jaftice and modefty challenge Chrift and his Apoftles with 
the guilt of fetting up Pagan, and perfecuting Succeflor:, 
becaufe they did not Commiffion Chriftians to Preach, 
Write, and Fight them down. But the snake that lies 
hid in the grafts this, they have a defign agafift chic In- 
nocent Church, and fix this upon her, to have'a popur 
pretence to ruin her and pull her down, as guilty of fetting 
up a Popifh Succeffor, and alt the Confequences whicl 
they have built upon it. But we have feen that a Popith 
Succefiér-nor a Common-wealth-Succefior have been able 
to ruinthe Church ef England; and hier Intioceiice, as ic 
isher Glory, fo it will be her Protcétion , and will in a 
litle time make her triumph over all her Enewies. And 
becaufe this impertinent Dialoguer fhall (ce: that Truth 
dare fhew her face , and will nor pafs over in (lence a 
thing fo eafily to be illuftrared, I prefent him with atew 
Queries, which I fear will be eafier pafled over in filence” 
than illuftraced by him, unlefs he intends to be an illu(tri- 
cus Pear, and dangle upon a Choak-pear. tree. 

1, Whether fecuring the Succeffion to the D. of ¥. with 
whom he is fo bold, and which he malicioufly ctarges as 
a Defign upon the Church of England, in order to her 
Eftabhifhmenr, be not fuch a refle@ing Scandalwm Magna- 
tum, wpon the Houfe of Peers, as may coft him his Ears, 
his Liberty, and his lictle ALL, with which.he (ets up for a 
State-Cebler ? 

2. Whether if the Church of Exgland, which he fays is. 
for fecuring the Succeffien to the D, of 7. were treated ac- 
cording to his defires, and difabled, his Majefty and the, 
Monarchy would not’ be reduced to the fame ‘conditio 
they were by thofe true ‘Proteftant Diffenters, who firft 
trampled upon the Mitre, and then upon the Crown ? 

3+ Whether this little Finder has not done us a kiadnefs, 
by {pending his mouth upon the right fcent, and given us 
tounderftand what game isto be hunted down under the 
pretenec of a Popifh Succeffor ? 

4+ Whether the late Houfe of Commons were for fecuring 
the Succeffion to the D. of Y. becaufe according to Law they 
prayed daily for him as the Church of England does, and 
made no provifo againft it ? 

5. Whether there be any fuch thing as a Seandalum Mag- 
natum in’ force in England, and whether the D. of 7. may 
have any benefit by it againft the infolence of the Knights of 
the Grey: Goofe-quill ? 

Felt Pray tee me edge iw my Quere 6. Whether Tam 
not as patient as Griffel, to Kear all this ferious and {ober 
debate? ' 

Earn» There’s no trifling can. be allowablé-uponfuch a 
fubje&, and if I have trefpaffed upon your more pleafant 
inclinations y > muft charge it upon the fcore of Neceffity 5 
and theinfoience of thefe scriblers, who have forced us 
upon fuch a. Fheme, as too nearly concerns us to handle ft 
with light or {portive and| humorfome managery. Buck 
indeavour to make youa Recompence the next time I fee 
you. 


ADVERTISEMENTS. 

Lofhat a:Conventicle,Deffenters Loyalty, bound in red 
leather, and Humane Reéafon in black Calve- skin.guilt 
backs, the dne in 40., the: orhet-in 89, being’togetber 43. 
if any perfon can tell wbere:td find them, they fhall bave 
the honour to be the 8th. wife man of Greece for bis 
pains,\and 1001. upon the Publick F aithto be paid as 
the Greek Calends, Nevermaff come 12 month. 

Comimentavies upon the Tarkila Alchoran, illuftrating 
from thence the excellency of Liberty. & Pioperty, by the 
famous R.B. Opus pofthumum, meditated in~1620. 
written:and prattifed in 1649. and Printed in the great 
year of Liberty, 1680. by. B.S. Printer to the Grand 
Signior, price bound in Turkey leather, three Crowns, 
or 15S; which:you pleafe. ha 
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